
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
 

Can you believe it will be December next month.   

Our activity groups were well attended this month 

with much to do.  The trip to Springwood was a great 

day and we were not affected by the weather.  Some 

of us thought the Whitewater Rafting looked good 

and would like to try.  Maybe that was the hype of the 

moment.   However that prompted Peter to organise 

something we had spoken about for some time and 

that is Jetboating on the Harbour.  Sounds good. 

Margaret has organised our Xmas luncheon and I 

hope we can all get together on that day.  It would be 

great to get 100% attendance. 

Marion Bee would have had her operation on her 

knee by now and our best wishes for a speedy 

recovery go to her. 

On a sad note I was advised this morning that Pat 

Milton passed away.  Our thoughts go out to David 

and family.  Pat was a lovely Lady and always put on 

a brave face even when I knew she was in pain. Rest 

in peace Pat. 

See you all at the meeting. 

 

Jeanette Jackson 

President 

___________________________________________ 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT to be given at the meeting by 

Peter O’Loughlin.  

___________________________________________ 
 

Happy  21st Birthday to:   
Ruth Bolomey, Paul Brett, Margaret Chalker,  

Ray Cranfield, Maddy Leighton, Dianne Morgan,  

Clarice Stretch, Judy Williams. 

 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE: Deadline for the 

Newsletter is the Friday before the meeting. Please send 

via email and in lower case letters, Times New Roman 

font and size 11, if possible.   2900  hits on the website. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION  
Please advise Maurien of any contact information  

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers. secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

Valerie Prybus, a poet, author, and actress, 

captured our imaginations with her poems read 

with various accents. 
 

Vision for Camden 

Mr Sid Lee, Community Project Officer for  

 
 
 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   Maurien McNiven  

VICE PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys 96034819   Malcolm Smith  

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819   Jennifer Bell  

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         46212090   Margaret Rubesa  

Ex-Officio 

TOURS 

Paul Hay 

Peter O’Loughlin         

46554437 

46212090 

  Shirley Meredith  

PUBLICITY/Calendar Dorothy Fogarty 46580466   Jeanette Jackson  

NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   Jean Forbes  

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 

HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  

Malcolm McKenzie 

Margaret Smith 

46554437 

46551622 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group          

                  Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 

Art          Francoise Kirkland         46266428 

Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 

Golf & Bowls         Paul Hay          46554437 

Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 

Gardening         Sue Kijurina                  46470912 

Astronomy         Bob Bee          46474335 

Travel Tales                 Kathy & Mal Smith           46552159 

 Music          Jim Burke          96036196 

 Card Making         Marion Bee          46474335 

 

VALE – Patricia Milton 

(17 March 1943 – 25 October 2009) 
Pat Milton passed away on Sunday, 25 October this 

year after a long battle with cancer and other illnesses. 

She and husband David joined the Combined Probus 

Club of Narellan, becoming active members in the 

gardening group which, being keen gardeners, they 

both enjoyed. Pat was a good 

friend, a caring lady who 

always thought of others and 

carried on without complaint 

in spite of the difficulties and 

her failing health. Her motto 

was “Never, Never, Never 

give up”, and she fought on 

until the very end. I am 

honoured to call her my friend. 

Born in the UK, she and David lived in Canada before 

settling in Australia. She is survived by her husband 

David, sons Everett and Darrell, daughters-in-law 

Genevieve and Vania, and her much loved 
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grandchildren Cadel, Tyson and Sabrina, as well as 

the many friends who miss her so much. She is now at 

peace. 

Linda Lord 

******** 

Reflections      Patricia Milton 
 
Is that really me in that mirror there? 

Wrinkled skin and greying hair 

Extra kilos, not super sleek 

glasses, hearing aid and walking stick 

Where did you go to my youth, my past? 

Sorry, can't remember, so why did I ask? 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: What a wonderful display of 

native plants Simon, from Tim’s Garden Centre, 

presented to us at the last meeting, along with some 

very useful hints for our gardens. We didn’t have to 

be garden enthusiasts to enjoy his entertaining 

presentation. 

 

NORMAN LINDSAY GALLERY AND MUSEUM 

13/10/09 

by Malcolm Smith 

The film “Sirens” with Elle MacPherson, paintings of 

female nudes and, maybe, the children’s story,  “The 

Magic Pudding” were in the minds of the 40 Probus 

members as they headed towards Faulconbridge on a 

sunny, but windy, Friday.  After a drive via Wallacia 

and Mulgoa, and morning tea at Glenbrook, we drove 

past the Prime Ministers’ Avenue of Oaks at 

Springwood (for your information Peter, I believe 

there have been 26 Prime Ministers of Australia) and 

arrived in an area with streets with names like Bill 

Barnacle Street. We were in Norman Lindsay 

territory. 

 

The house in 

Faulconbridge 

was Lindsay’s 

home from 

1913 until his 

death in 1969. 

It is now 

owned by the 

National Trust 

and is set up as 

an art gallery of his works, with different rooms 

displaying different aspects of his work. 

 

The lounge room was the favourite room for many of 

our members. It displayed large oil paintings of 

female nudes and caused many comments from both 

male and female members. Other rooms showed pen 

drawings, water colours and war posters. Other 

subjects besides female nudes were common to 

Lindsay’s art, including cats (I thought I heard 

someone – was it Mrs Slocombe ? - mention a word 

starting with “P”), and sailing ships and battles. 

Lindsay’s recreation on Sundays was to work on his 

ship models. 

 

Lindsay was born in Victoria in 1879 and came to 

Sydney in 1901 to work for “The Bulletin”. He 

moved to Faulconbridge in 

1913 and continued to work 

for “The Bulletin” until 

1956. He was not to be 

interrupted by anyone on 

Thursdays – his Bulletin Day 

– when he would be told 

what was wanted early in the 

morning and the finished 

product had to be on the 3pm 

train from Springwood. 

The house had a large acreage of garden and 

bushland. It was owned by his second wife, Rose, 

who was his astute business partner – a necessary 

requisite for an unworldly artist.  He built two other 

buildings on the land. His first studio (built originally 

on someone elses land) became the Etching Studio 

where he produced copper etchings and Rose printed 

them in limited numbers.  Our knowledgeable guide 

explained the slow, precise and meticulous production 

of these etchings   

 

A room added to this studio was devoted to “The 

Magic Pudding” with models of characters and water 

paintings of them which Lindsay had painted in 1959.  

This children’s story was written to alleviate his 

depression at the end of World War I. He was 

medically unfit for service in the war, but his 

recruiting posters (displayed in the hall of the house) 

were his war effort for which he did not accept 

payment. They are well known and feature in any 

current school history textbook dealing with World 

War I. 

 

His main studio was built in another part of the 

garden and is left as he used it, with easels, partially 

completed paintings, a dummy model and a bed. The 

skylight was designed to catch the morning light. The 

garden, well set out with fountains and statues created 

by Lindsay, was sunny and sheltered and much 

appreciated by our members. 

 

We then made our way to Springwood Country Club 

for a pleasant lunch and a wonderful view towards 

Sydney. Just when some members had settled down 

for a siesta on the bus, we stopped, after a drive 

through Winmallee, at the Hawkesbury Lookout for a 

view of the Nepean River and Sydney.  Peter again 

disturbed siestas when we stopped at the Penrith 

White Water Rafting Centre and many took a walk 

around the course, watching kayakers navigate this 

Olympic venue, before we returned home after a very 

pleasant and informative day. 



FOR SALE  

 
 

Book Exchange on the table at the back of the 

meeting room.  
 

*Avon Consultant  Sheila McAtamney Ph:46268641 

 

*“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 

stamps, scrapbooking/cardmaking paper.Ph 46474335 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 

 

Art Appreciation Group - Francoise Kirkland 

We have made a change to our hours, the group now 

meets between 10am and 2pm on Thursday.  People 

may come in anytime between 10 and 2 at stay as 

long or as little as they wish. We welcome visitors at 

anytime. 

Update on the Masterpieces from Paris 

Exhibition:4/12/2009 – 5/4/2010 

Trip is planned for Thursday 4
th
 

February 2010 

The Master Plan 

Bus will depart from Narellan  at 8am  

If you are travelling by bus you need to note it on the 

list so Peter O’Loughlin  knows early enough as he 

has to book the bus. 

People travelling by car please note: 

The National Gallery has two car parks: 

■the underground car park, (entry from Parkes 

Place) opens at 9.50 am and has a 3-hour limit. 

■the eastern car park, above ground, (entry from 

Bowen Drive), opens at 9.45 am and has no time 

limit. Please note that access to the National Gallery 

entrance from this car park is via the Sculpture 

Garden. 

People travelling by car and people travelling by bus 

to meet at 11am in front of the Art Gallery Parkes 

Place entrance. 

We will then have 3 options for lunch: The Art 

Gallery cafe (not very good reviews), the High Court 

Cafeteria (across the street from the Gallery or bring 

your own lunch and have it in the Sculpture Garden 

(Art Gallery, follow the signs). I believe picnic 

baskets may also be purchased from the Art Gallery 

cafeteria. 

The tickets for the exhibition can be purchased on the 

day or if you have the Internet access you can 

purchase them on line prior to the day at nga.gov.au. 

This option is recommended by the Gallery Staff. 

The tickets prices are: 

Masterpieces Adult :   Price $25.00   

Masterpieces Concession:  Price $16.00   

Masterpieces Member:  Price $16.00   

Masterpieces Child:  Price $6.00   

 Masterpieces Family:  Price $55.00   

 Masterpieces - Family Concession:  Price $37.00  

 

At this stage the Art Gallery took a booking for a tour 

starting at 12.30, this should allow us plenty of time 

for our lunch. There is no extra cost for the tour. 

However, I have been warned that the tour may be 

cancelled on the day if the Gallery staff cannot deal 

with the amount of visitors. In the event of this 

happening I suggest those who are interested may hire 

an Audio tape from the Gallery. The cost of the audio 

is $7 each. 

 

It will take more than 2 hours to see it all, wear your 

walking shoes... 
 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 

Our October meeting at the 

Activity Centre was used to 

display our Mt Annan Photos & 

to plan our outing for 23
rd

. We 

chose to go to Picton. This was a 

dual purpose outing, to go to the 

framing shop & also to the 

Botanical Gardens for an Outdoor 

Portait Session. We fitted a lot into our outing, 

including some lunch at the Old Post Office. A Fun 

day was had by all. 

At our next meeting on the 13
th
 November, we will be 

reviewing our portraits & finalizing our Talk Photos. 

Happy Snapping! 

 

Gardening Group – Sue Kijurina 

On the 10
th
 October a 

group of 10 travelled to 

Robertson for the 

Springtime Open 

Gardens. We visited 

huge, beautiful, varying 

types of gardens at The 

Castle, Fountaindale 

Manor, Idyllwilde, The 

Moorings & Sentinel 

Farm. On the way home 

we called into Belmore 

Falls for a spectacular 

view. What a 

day!! 

Our last 

meeting was 

the 30
th
 

October at The 

Frasers, the 

iris and lily 

growers, in 

Bob Bee’s book, a 158 page 

guide to binocular astronomy, 

can be bought from Bob at a 

meeting for $17, or posted for 

$19.50 inc. p&h. Ph 46474335, 

rmbee99@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:rmbee99@hotmail.com


Narellan Vale. What a magnificent display, and in 

quite a small area. 

This month we will have a meeting with a Christmas 

Theme, at Helen Gilchrist’s home. 

 

Cards – Jeannette Jackson & Ken Starkey 

Cards 29
th
 November. Instead of our normal cards a 

Crazy Crazy Whist afternoon will be held instead. 

We had one some time ago and all seemed to enjoy 

themselves.  So come along and enjoy some fun.  It 

isn’t hard to play. 

I can only take 18 people so first in. 
 

Card Making Group – Marion Bee 

Good luck with the Physio for your ‘new’ knee, 

Marion. 

(Bob said that Marion will be home on Wednesday 4
th
 

– amazing!.)  

 

Lawn Bowls – Paul Hay 

We meet at Camden R.S.L. bowling club at 2.15pm 

for a 2.30pm start, cost is $10.00 per person. 

 

Theatre – Margaret Rubesa 

Broadway Musical “Wicked”; Capitol Theatre 1
st
 Dec 

at 8pm; $100 each in Dress Circle. Only 30 seats 

reserved (car pool) – all seats now sold. 

 

 

 

Margaret’s  

“Fish & Ships” 

walking trip. 

Aboard the 

James Craig. 

 

 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy & Mal Smith 

The next Travel Tales meeting will he held on 

November 18
th
  at our usual venue at Hyde Park 

Central at 7.30 pm.  

The theme at this meeting is China and four groups 

who have visited China at different times, at different 

seasons, and seen different aspects of this fascinating 

country, will share their experiences.  Many thanks to 

Ros, Sue, Sharon and Paul, and Collette and Robert 

for what promises to be a great evening. 

 

Astronomy – Bob Bee 

No more talks in 2009. Will be considering a date for 

the first 2010 talk if people wish to continue. Please 

let me know if there is still interest. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

 

CALENDAR FOR 2009—Dorothy Fogarty  
TOURS— Peter O’Loughlin 
tours@narellancombinedprobus.org.au Payments for 

outings need to be paid before, or no later than, the prior 

club meeting. Lists will be circulated each meeting for 

members to book on the coming tours—they are open to 

family and friends. Please note that our bus pick up is 

between the Library and the Town Centre Car Park.                                                        

Nov 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Nov 13 Photography with Ros 

Nov 18 Travel Tales on China 

Nov 20 COACH TRIP: Museum of Flight, Nowra. 

(Own lunch & free time in Berry) 

Nov 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Nov 27 Gardening: Some TED at Helen Gilchrist’s 

home – Christmas theme. 

Nov 29 Whist Afternoon with Jeanette Jackson 

2.30pm 

Dec 1 “Wicked” the Musical 

Dec 4 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Dec 8 Card Making with Marion 

Dec 11 Photography with Ros 

Dec 18 Christmas Lunch at Menangle House 

 Money due for Events at October meeting: 

Trip to Museum of Flight, Nowra $35 due 

Tallangatta Tour in March - rail forms due. 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site. 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

(there is a _ between probus and narellan in this 

address) Contact David at  diskdot@bigpond.com if 

you would like help – he is happy to load your photos 

on the site if you put them on a USB drive.  

 
MEMBERSHIP: Members need to attend 50% of meetings. 

Visitors may attend only 3 meetings although they can 

 attend other Club events as a member’s guest. 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsor of 
the domain name 
for our website for 
2 Years. 
 
10% off 
Mechanical 

Services 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid 6
th
 November 09 

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid 4
th
 Dec 09 

                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       

WHERE:     Narellan Library 
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